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HOUSE BI LL 1770

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Alexander, Linville, Hatfield, Anderson, Doumt,
Buck, Chandl er and Kessl er

Read first time 02/07/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Dungeness crab«coastal fishery; anmendi ng RCW
75.28.011, 75.30.360, and 75.30.380; and repealing RCW 75. 30. 410.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW75.28.011 and 1995 ¢ 228 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Unless otherwise providedinthistitle, alicense issued under
this chapter is not transferable fromthe |icense holder to any other
per son.

(2) The followng restrictions apply to transfers of comercia
fishery Iicenses, salnon delivery licenses, and sal non charter |icenses
that are transferable between |icense hol ders:

(a) The license holder shall surrender the previously issued
license to the departnent.

(b) The departnent shall conplete no nore than one transfer of the
license in any seven-day peri od.

(c) The fee to transfer a license from one license holder to
anot her 1is:

(1) The sanme as the resident license renewal fee if the license is
not limted under chapter 75.30 RCW
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(1i) Three and one-half tines the resident renewal fee if the
license is not a comercial salnon or a Dungeness crab«coastal fishery
license and the license is |limted under chapter 75.30 RCW

(ti1) Fifty dollars if the license is a commercial salnmon or a
Dungeness crab«coastal fishery license and is limted under chapter
75.30 RCW or

(tv) If alicense is transferred froma resident to a nonresident,
the difference between the resident and nonresident |icense fees at the
time of transfer, to be paid by the transferee.

(3) A commercial license that is transferable under this title
survives the death of the holder. Though such |icenses are not
personal property, they shall be treated as anal ogous to persona
property for purposes of inheritance and intestacy. Such |icenses are
subject to state laws governing wlls, trusts, estates, intestate
succession, and community property, except that such |icenses are
exenpt from clainms of creditors of the estate and tax liens. The
surviving spouse, estate, or beneficiary of the estate may apply for a
renewal of the license. There is no fee for transfer of a license from
a license holder to the license holder’s surviving spouse or estate, or
to a beneficiary of the estate.

Sec. 2. RCW75.30.360 and 1994 ¢ 260 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall allow the | anding i nto Washi ngton state of
crab taken in offshore waters only if:

(a) The crab are legally caught and | anded by fishers with a valid
Washi ngton state Dungeness crab«coastal fishery license or a valid
Dungeness crab«coastal class B fishery |icense; or

£¢)y)) (i) The director determnes that the |anding of offshore
Dungeness crab by fishers without a Washi ngton state Dungeness crab«
coastal fishery license or a valid Dungeness crab«coastal class B
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fishery license is in the best interest of the coastal crab processing
industry ((and)); (ii) the director has been requested to allow such
| andi ngs by at | east three Dungeness crab processors((—and—++)); (iii)
the landings are permtted only between the dates of Decenber 1st to
February 15th inclusively((;—¥)); (iv) only crab fishers commercially
licensed to fish by Oregon or California are pernitted to |and((—F

fisher | anding the crab has obtained a valid delivery license((+)); and
((+F)) (vi) the decision is made on a case-by-case basis for the sole
reason of inproving the economc stability of the comrercial crab
fishery.

(2) Nothing in this section allows the commercial fishing of
Dungeness crab in waters within three mles of Wshington state by
fishers who do not possess a valid Dungeness crab«coastal fishery
license or a valid Dungeness crab«coastal class B fishery license
Landi ngs of offshore Dungeness crab by fishers wthout a valid
Dungeness crab«coastal fishery license or a valid Dungeness crab«
coastal class B ((ff+shery})) fishery Iicense do not qualify the fisher
for such licenses.

Sec. 3. RCW75.30.380 and 1994 ¢ 260 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:
Dungeness crab«coastal fishery licenses are freely transferable on
a wlling seller-willing buyer basis((;—H—upen—each——sale—of—a
I TN L | E |

REOW-75-30-410)) after paying the transfer fee in RCW75. 28. 011.

For any license transfer that includes the transfer of the
designated vessel and associated business, the seller nust sign a
notarized affidavit that the value of the vessel and associated
busi ness was not inflated. A marine survey docunmenting the val ue of
t he vessel and associ ated business shall be filed with the departnent
along with the affidavit and the application to transfer the Dungeness
crab«coastal fishery license. The cost of the survey shall be paid by
t he purchaser
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1 NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. RCW 75. 30. 410 and 1994 c 260 s 8 are each
2 repeal ed.

~-- END ---

HB 1770 p. 4



